[Place of anatomopathology in evaluation of response to neoadjuvant chemotherapy. Prognostic and predictive markers: example of breast cancer].
The pathologist plays a key role in the optimal management of patients receiving an induction or a neoadjuvant chemotherapy. The evaluation of the pre-treatment biopsy helps to establish key patient-management parameters such as tumor type, SBR grade and immunohistochemical parameters. This evaluation provides predictive parameters with regards to drug response such as hormonal status, proliferation factors and overexpression of Her-2. The evaluation of the post-treatment tumour residue helps to determine tumour response to treatment and prognosis, as well as to adjust adjuvant regimens. It is essential to standardize these histopathological procedures.